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TO THE 
Ricur HONOURABLE 


Sir John Holt, Ke. 


Lord Chief Juſtice of England, 


And One of 
Their Majeſties Moſt Honourable Privy-Council.. 


of the Author's Endeavours, to Aſſert the Government 

eſtabliſhed in the State, hath drawn on Tour Lordſhi 
the trouble of this Confident Addreſs, in behalf of the C burch, 
both which were with equal Violence Aſſaulted'; the one by an 
All-Diſpenſing Power, the other by an Abſolute Liberty, each 
of which, like an Indian Hurricane, had well nigh hurried all 
into Confuſion : And there are flill a ſort of Lapland Sorcerers, 
that would give Vent to the like Winds toencreaſe our Storms, 
wherefore, as when a breach is made in the Banks of a Nation, 
by impetuous and mighty Waves, all hands are at work to Re- 
pair the Breach, and give check to the invading Waters ; and 
the Labours of many Hands would be in vain, without the 
Heads of experienced and ablePerſons to dirett and encourage 
them.; ſo would the Endeavours of obſcure Perſons be ineffe- 
ual, if not influenced and authoriz'd by ſuch as are inveſted 
with Power, and endued with Parts to exert their Endeavours 
for the Preſervation of the True Religion and Loyalty : Na- 


T: favourableOpinion which Tour Lordſhip entertain'd 


p fure 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ture teacheth thoſe Creatures that are weak, to ſeek their Quiet 
and Safety among the unaccefible Rocks, and to build their 


Neſts, for the Security of themſelves and their Off-ſpring, on + 


the talleft Cedars. And we ſee how the Sun that attrafts 
only Yapors from the Earth, and ſuch as obſure its face, doth by 
the warm influence of its Rays quickly purify them, and return 
them iu wholſome Showers, which makes the Earth fruitful for 
the common Good. The ſence of my Weakneſs is the beff 4- 
pology Þ can make for taking Santtuary in, ſo' ſure a Nahe, 
which is an Open and Strong Holt, and” from a Perſon that 
atts vigorouſly in ſo high an Orb, the weakeFt Inſtrument may 
hope to be afted for the Publick Welfare. 


The Deſign of this ſmall Tratt (may it pleaſe Tour Lord- 
ſhip) us to'Countermine that Abſolute and Uncontrolable Ls- 
berty in Religious Worſhip, which = that contend for it now, 
have formerly baffled and condemned, and for which the Au- 
thor of a'late Letter for Liberty, hath prepared his Mine, 
and like another Faux, with his Dark Lanthorn, is read. 
to blow up the Religion and L909, by GOD's Bfivg, 
now Eſtabliſhed, into meer Air and Atheiſm : And, beſides 
the Mifchief of the Deſign nothing could Apologize for the 
Preſumption of this ſlender Dedication, but Tour ſincere Eſpous 
fing f that Great Cauſe, and Animating ſuch as appears for it, 
which hath given me the Confidence to Subſcribe myſelf 


Your Honour's Moſt Humbly 


Devoted Servant, 


THO. LONG. 


Letter fo2 Toleration 


DECYPHER 'D. 


Hough the Learned Reader needs no Clavis to let him in 
to the underſtanding of theſenſe of this Author, yer be- 
cauſe of the great diverſity of Judgments that is among 
us, I ſhall take the method that is uſual, in decyphec- 

ing ſuch Writings of Deſigning Men (who ſeck to conceal their 
Intelligence by obſcure CharaRters) are wont to contrive (5. e.) 
firſt to find out the Vowels, which give a ſound to the other Cha- 
raters, which are Conſonants, and may with much eaſe be di- 
ſcerned ; that is, I ſhall firſt Iay open the abſurd Principles of 
the Author in this Letter, and leave it to the Readers Judgments 


| What the Conſequences and Superſtruture do import. 


x. Then he lays down this Poſition in his Epiſtle to the Reader, 
That juſt and true Liberty, equal and impartial Liberty, is an abſolute 
Liberty, (viz.) quid libet audendi, as well as credendi, a Liberty 
not only to believe what every man pleaſeth, but publickly to 

rofe(s it, and that againft the Laws of che Magiſtrate who if 
bn endeavors to coerce and reſtrain fuch a lawleſs Liberty, he 
thinks it lawful to reſiſt force by force, This certainly is a Jeſu- 
icical Plot, for they finding their deſign of an Abſolute Power to 
be bafled, have invented this Stratagem of an Abſolute Liberty to 
put a new lite into their dying Cauſe; for they knowing what 2 
multitude of Libertines abound among us, endeavour to perſwade 
them, that their Liberty is their birth right, page 48. and where- 

of whoever ſeeks to deprive them, would rob chem of that libert 
whereby Chriſt hath made them free, wherefore in page r. he tells 
them, that this ablolute Tdlecation is the chief Characteriſtical 
mark 


(2) 
mark of the true Church, which in truth would unchurch all 
Chriſtian Societies, that have been ſince the firſt aſſembling of chem 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, for the firſt Afſembly that had the 
naine- of a Church given them, is thus deſcribed, A#s 2. 42, &c. 
They that gladly recerved the word were Baptized, - and continued fted- 
falily in the Apoſtles Dottrive and Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread, 
and in Prayers, and verle 44+ Al that believed were together, and 
continued daily m the Temple with one accord Oraiſmng Grd, and hawing 
favour with «ll men, and the Lord added to tt: Church ſuch as ſhould 
be ſaved. Over this Church at Feru/alem St. Fames and tize Elders 
with him, had the preſidency and power ro make Decrees for 
deciding ſuch differences as mighe ariſe b-rwezn the ſeveral 
Members thereof, and to preſerve them in Unicy oi Dodrine 
and Worſhip, and to preſcribe or forbid the uſe of things in their 
own nature indifferent, and if any Error or Schiſm did ariſe, to 
pervert their Faith, or diſturb their Unity ; you may lee in eve- 
ry Epiſtle, how induſtrious the Apoitles were by the uſe of their 
Power and Authority to ſuppreſs them; and our Saviour com- 
mends the Church of Epheſus, Rev. 2. 6. for hating the works of 
the Nicolatians : Nor would St. Fobn tarry in the Company of Co- 
rinthes the Heretick, when by chance he met him at a Bath, af- 
ter St. Fobn, Polycarp and lgnatizs two Primitive Biſhops, exhor- 
ted all Chriftians not to do any thing without the Biſhop, but to 
live in communion with him as wich Chriſt whoſe Miniſter he 
Was. 

And when the Dodtrine of the con-ſubſtantiality of the Son 
with the Father was denied (as it was very anciently) with what 
Zxal did the Orthordox Fathers _ the firſt broachers of ir, 
as alſo did St, Auguftme and the Biſhops in his time oppoſe the 
Donatift;s, who ſet up diſtin Aſſemblies, though they retained 
the ſame Dodtrine and Diſcipline by Biſhops, the ſame Sacraments 
and Ordinances, hoc ſolo nomine, becauſe they divided themſelves 
and made a breach in the Unity of the chz fo that this 
Abſolute Toleration of Men of all perſwaſions, is {o far from be 
ing a CharaReriſtick of the Church of Chriſt, that it is rather 
the CharaRter of an Antichriſt ; fo that all that he ſays on this 
Topick, till he comes to page 6. is but the multiplying of many 
ablurdities from that one, That bu abſolute Toleration i the Cha- 
rafteriſtical mark of the Church. 


His 


| 


— 


— 


| 
| 


(3) 


His ſecond Poſition page 6. is like the firſt, viz. That the whote 
Furiſdition of the Magiſtrate reacheth only to civil concernments, and 
that it either can,nor ought in any manner to be extended tothe Salvation 
of Souls ; on which he diſcourſeth to page 9. which is a flat con- 
tradition to that of the Apoſtle, Rom. 13. Commanding every 
Soul Few or Gentile, to ſubmit to the Higher Power as to Gods Ordi- 
nance, which he bath _ the puniſhment of evil doers, and for 
the praiſe of them that do well, that under them we may lead quict 
and peaceable lives in all God'ineſs and Honeſty. And Conſt antine che 
firlt Chriſtian Emgerour, —_— of right to himlclt,, that he 
was 2 Biſhop co order the External Rites and Adminiſtrations of 
the Church in matters of Unity and Decency, and this was the 
great error of the Donatifs, which led them into ſuch confuſion ; 
Quid imperatoribus cum Eccleſia? What hath the Emperour to do 
with the Church ? When che SS foretold Kings ſhould be their 
nurſing Fathers. 

3- Page 9. He gives us a deſcription of ſuch a lawleſs Church, 
(witz.) A voluntary Society of Men, joyming themſehves together of 
their own accord, in order to the publick, Worſhip of God, in ſuch @ man- 
wer as they judge acceptable to bim, and effettual to the Salvation of 
their Souls; So that the SubjeRt of this Church, may be 'Tirks or 
Fews (for he names not Chriſtians) much leſs the Scriptures and 
Sacraments, leſt of all any Biſhops or Paſtors, nor any Rule or 
Laws to guide them, but co Worſhip God as they think to be ac- 
ceptible to him, not ſuch as God hath preſcribed, but fuch as 
Chriſt hath declared to be vain, a Will-worſhip after their own 
Inventions, Teaching for Dotirine the Commanalment « of Men, Mat. 
15.9. And thus we haye an Abſolute Church too, as well as 
Abſolute Toleration, and for ought I know every Member ma 
be made a Church, as Mrs. Hutchinſon in New-England diſliking all 
the Congregations, declared her ſelf alone ro be the Spouſe and 
Church of Chriſt. 

As to his other wild freaks and excurſions, the mention of them 
is a ſufficient Confuration. As when he asks, page 29. Will any 


one /ay, that a Magiſtrate bath right to Ordain by Law, that all Chil. 


dren ſhall be Baptized by Priefts im the Sacred Font, page 33. That if 
a People Congregated upon account of Religion, ſhould be deſirous to Sa- 
crifice a Calf, they ought not ts be prohibited by Law, whereby be 
would make the Magiſtrates ſuch as Feroboarn, that ſer up Calves 
to make [rae] topSin. Sed witula ,- dignus. And page 36. where 

2 he 


"0 
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he pleads, that ſuch an Idolatry as is confeſſed to be a Sin, isnot 
to be puniſhed by the Magiſtrate. Page 32. That the Magiſtrate 
bath no power to impoſe by bu Laws, the uſe of any Rites or Ceremo- 
wiet in any Church, nor to forbid the uſe of any ſuch as are already 
received and prattiſed by auy Church (Suppoſe Quakers or Adamites) 
And page 33. That whatſoever u permitted by the Magiſtrate to any 
of bu Subjetts for ordinary uſe, neither can nor ougbt to be forbidden 
by him to any Se&t of People, for their Religious uſes, as to ſpeak La- 
fine in the Church. p. 52, and p. 37- That there is ablolutely no 
ſuch thing under the Goſpel, as a Chriſtian Common-wealth, 
page 40. That the Magiſtrate ought not to: forbid the Preaching 
or Profefling of any Speculative Opinions in any Church. pag.g7, 
That they are not to be Tolerated by the Magiſtrate, that will 
not own and teach the Duty of Tolerating all men in matters of 
meer Religion. page 52, 53- That whatever things are left free 
by Law in the common occaſions of Life, ought to remain ſo to 
every Church in Divine Worſhip. And page 3. If in folemn 
Aſſemblies Obſervation of Feſtivals in Publick Worſhip be per- 
mitted to any one ſort of Profeſſors, the fame ought to be per- 
mitted to Prezbyterians, Independants, Anabaptiſts, Arminians, _ 
kers and others, and fo ſome may faſt while others feaſt, &c. 
with the ſame liberty. page 54- That neither Pagan, Aahomitan 
aor Few, ought to be excluded from the Civil Rights of the 
Common-wealth, we may allow them Synagogues as well as 
Houſes.” page 55. That it is the refuſals of Toleration to thole that 
are of different Qpinions, that hath produced all the Buſtles and 
Wars that have been in the Chriſtian World, as if the means to 
extinguiſh a fire that is got into a Houſe, were to let it alone till 

it got up into the Roof 
I know not to what to compare the Author of this Letter, but 
to one of thoſe Locuſts that aroſe out of the ſmoke of the bottom- 
leſs Pit, Rev. 9. 3- whoſe ſmoke darkned the Air and the Sun, 
and though they had the face of a Man, yet were they more like 
to Horles prepared for Battle, or Scorpions that had power to 
ſting Men, it is no wonder, that this Author doth interſperſe his 
diſcourſe with the recommendation of Love and Unity, and De- 
clamation againſt Scandalous Vices of Whoredom, &«. (the Devil 
himſelf could not deceive ſuch multitudes, if he did not appear 
as an Angel of Light) theſe are but baits to cover the hook, and 
invite the L.icentious Readers to [wallow it the more greedily. It 
is 


| 


_— CS 


" (s) 
is a greater wonder, that any Perſon of common Apprehenſion' 
ſhould not diſcern the impoſtures, and that the Author muſt be 
ſuch a Perſon as could not believe, what he would perſwade 
others to. imbrace and practice, but the whole deſigne of his Let- 
ter is, to bring the whole Church and State to Confuſion, by his 
abſolute Toleration,which is intended to crumble us into innume- 
+0 rable and irreconcilable Sedts, that ſo Popery may not only have a 
Toleration among us, bur get Dominion over us : For even ſuch 
Locufts have a King over them, whoſe name is Abaddon (4. e. ) 
a Deſtroyer. For my part, Ichink ic beneath any ſober Perſon 
to condeſcend to a more particular confuration of the diſcourſe, 
which is fo palpably injurious' to all Supreme Magiſtrates, as to 
deny them any power over the Church that is under them, and 
{o deftruftive to all the Churches of Chriſt, however well eſta- 
bliſhed in Chriftendom: And therefore I ſhall recommend the In- 
| different R to what the Doctors and Paſtors of the Reformed 
| Churches have Written in their ſeveral Confeflions, and to what 
| Mr. Calvin hath written on this Subje& againſt the Anabaptiffs and 
F other Sectaries, whole approbation of the rine and Diſcipline 
my of the Church of England appeares in a late Tradt called Cahvmus 
Redivivws, and eſpecially to that elaborate Treatile of Hugo Gro- 
tias, de Imperio Summarum Poteftatum circa Sacra, the Tranſlation 
of which into our Language would be a full confutation of 
the Letter ; and that there may not want ſuch Arbitrators, as 
may influence the preſent Sectaries to a deſpiſing of his Opinions, 
t ſhall fubjoyn the judgment of ſuch Presbyterians and Indepen- 
dants, who though they agreed not among themſelves, but as 
they had power denied Toleration to their diflenting Brethren, 
yer vehemently oppoſed ſuch a Toleration as this Author would 
promote, which is fo abominable, as it is able to affrighe ſuch as 
haye pleaded for a Toleration heretofore, and to make them en- 
deavour to cruſh itin ies Infancy, conſidering to what a Monſter 
it s growing up. Burt as the lace Kings infatuated Council pre- 
cipitated their deſigns with ſo much Zeal, that they ruined the 
| Cauſe which they ſought to promote, ſo hath this extravagant Au- 
thar ſaid more to diſparage a Toleration, then all thoſe that de- 
ſired it, can ſay to recommend it. "C 
It is — #great injuſtice, toallow thatin ou: ſelves, which 
we nin others, and to acconnt the ſame Things Vertues 
j in ſome perſons; which in othersare condemned as Vices; which 
argues 


_— __— 
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argues a great partiality and corruption of Mind and Conſcience 


and that it is notthe Cauſe of God for which Men are {6 zealouſly 


affected, but their own Concern and Intereſt ; which will evident- 
ly appear in the DoQrine and Practice of the molt eminent Dif: 
enters, as ſoon as they had got any Power in their hands. I ſhall 
not inſtance in their dealing wich the Divines of ve Church of 
England, whole Government by Biſhops they covenanted to ex- 
tirpate Root and Branch, burtheir behaviour cowards each other, 
as they had power and opportunity ; and I ſhall relate only mat- 
ters of fat, and their own printed Opinions, to be yer {cen in 


their Sermons, and other Tracts to this purpole. No ſooner did 


ſome of their Brethren appear for the Independency of their Con- 
gregations, having cauſe enough to complain of that rigor which 
the Presbyterian Diſcipline would have ſubjeted them unto, bur 
the Presbyterian Party did with all vehemence, and threats in che 

lame of God, adjure the Long Parliament, by no means to grant 
chem that (which they called intolerable) Toleration. Thus Dr. 
Corn. Burgef, in a Sermon to the Houſe of Commons, -Nevemb. x. 
1641, p. 60. Matttersof Religion (ſaich be) lay bleeding, all Go- 
verament and Diſcipline is in the Grave, and all putcedinous Ver- 
mine, of bold Schiſmaticks, and francick Secarics, glory in her 
aſhes, making her fall cheir own riſing, to mount our Pulpits, to 
offer ſtrange Fire to expel the ableſt, graveſt, and moſt eminenc 
Miniſters in the Kingdom ; if not out of their Pulpits, yet out of 
the hears of the People, as a company of weak Men, Formaliſts, 
Time-Servers, no Miniſters of Chriſt, but Limbs of Antichriſt ; 
and yet no courle is taken to ſuppreſs their fury, and to reduce 


them to Ocder ; I beleech you therefore inthe Name of that great - 


God whom you ſerve, and who hath bleſt you, ro reſume and 
purſue your firft thoughts of ſetting up God and his Ordinances, 
that our Church, and the Government thereof, may be no longer 
laid waſte, and expoſed to Confuſion, under the pretence of not 
forcing Mens Conſciences. Toput Men into Order and Unifor- 
mity in God's way, is not to force Mens Conſlciences, - but to ſet 
God in his due place, and to bring his People into the path of 
Righteouſneſs and Life. In anogher Sermon, April 30. 1645. p.52. 
Is it Perſecution, and Antichriſtianiſm to en age all co Unity and 
Uniformity { Doth Paul bid the Philippians, Ch. 3. 2. To beware of 
the conciſun; and beleech the Romans, 4 17. To mark them that 
cauſe diviſions, becauſe they ſerve net the Lord Jeſus, but thejr own 


lies, 


_ 
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bellies, &c. ; and wiſh they were ever cut off that troubled the Gala- 1: 
tians, ch. 5. 12. And is.ic ſuch a heinous Offence now, for- the ,, 
faithful Servants of Chrift to take 'the ſame courſe ? The ample 
commendation which God gives the pious Kings of [rael, for let- 
ling Religion in an uniform way, may lufficien:ly warrant all Re- 
ligious Magiſtrares, to take care that all under their Government ,, 
ſhould ſerve che Lord with one ſhoulder, chis bzing not tyranny 
over Men, but a priviledge of the Goſpel. _—Settle this in your 
Hearts, God's Truth, the crue Worſhip and Diſcipline of Chriſt 

in on2 uniform way, never prejudiced any Nation, but hath ever 
been the Safety, Happineſs, and Honour ; ye, (Magiſtrates) in 
your Place, and we in our Function, ſhould mind and promote 
the things of God ; ye . the Sword, and we by the Word——, 
And ſpeaking of Gamalie?'s Counſel, A#s . 39. he ſays, Though j, 
ic be-found in the Bible, yet ic is not of like Authority as one of 
Solomor's Proverbs, it hath no otherwiſe the approbation of God, !/ 
then the Deſign of Pharaoh, or the crafty Counſel of Achiropbel, it 
will not conſiſt with the Rules of the Word, 2nd hath been con- 
demned as unſound by many godly and wiſe Men ; ye have heard 
of the Fable of the Snake, and the Country-man, that broughc 

ie tothe fire ; I need nor apply'it ; I pray God the Remedy be 
not deferred till it be too late Mr. W:l:am Reyners Sermon 

ro the Commons, Auguſt 28. 1644- p. 12. ſpeaking of Hereſies and 
Seats, faith, We cannot | and pray them down immediate- 
ly ; well, that which the Word cannot do, the Sword ſhall; that /! 
which the Water cannot waſh out, che Fire wilt burn out ; as the 
Apoſtle applies that Text, Hapgai 2. 6, 7. If this were neceſſary 
for the ition of that Divine Worſhip, the Ceremonial Ordi- 
nances, how much more ſhall chat. which hath. been of humane 
Invention ; yea, the very Fumes and Foggs of the bottomleſs Pit, 
be tumbled down with Violence and Vengeance to Hell, from 
whence it came. Mr. Caſe's Sermon to the Commons, May 26. 
1647. p. 33- Oc. This only would I know of you, are Idolaters, 
Hereticks, Blaſphemers, and Seducers, Evil-doers, or no ; if ſo, // 
look to your Rom. 13. 4- Rulers muſt be a terror to Evil. ,, 
doers, unleſs ye to bear the Sword in vain ; and if you will 
not, if God take it- into his hands, he will execute V 


engeance 
_—_ : Oh, therefore be doing ! for it is a fearful thing to fall 
into LR ins God. Had we a Parliament of yo 
ſtate Fuliens, who at once ſet opens the Temples of the = 


' 


(B) 
-niſh Gods, and Chiiſtian Churches, and granted toOrthodox and 
Heretick Liberty of Conſcience, (as we call it) but Aufine more 
truly Liberty of Perdition ; for chat was his deſign: Eo modo pu 


tans Chriſt ianum nomen poſſe perire de terrs : Or had we a Parlia- 


, ment of careleſs Gallio's, we ſhould not wonder, but for a Parlia- 


ment of Chriſtians, Proteſtants, Profeſſors, the choiceſt, the moſt 
active that could be culPd out of a Chriſtian State , that theſe 
things could be done, and you hold your peace, makes the Chur- 
ches abroad to wonder what you are doing, and all at home that 
love the Lord Jefus Chriſt more than their own Intereſt and Noti- 
ons, to be filled with unſpeakable trembling and aſtoniſhment. 
Sermon before the Commons, February 19. 1645. p. 25. The Er- 
ror and Innovations under which we fo groaned in later times, 
were but Tolerabiles ineptie, tolerable Trifles, childrens play, com- 
red with theſe damnable Dodrines, Dodrines of Devik ; Po- 
igamy , Arbitrary Divorce , Mortality of the Soul , no Mini- 
ſtry, no Churches, no Ordinances ; yea, the Divinity of Chriſt 
and the Holy Ghoſt is queſtioned by ſome, and the Foundation 
of all this is laid in fuch a Schiſm of boundleſs Liberty of Conſci- 
ence. Sermon before the Commons, May 26. 1647, p. 25. There 
is a Generation of Men that ſtarxd up for all kind of falſe Worſhip, 
thatevery Man may Worſhip God after his own Conſcience, and 
if they may not, are ready not only to cry, but a& Perſecution, 
and that to purpoſe, for while they. cry Perſecution Gladio Ors, 
they are ready to a& Perſecution Ore Gladii, Dr. Lightfoor's Ser- 
mon, Awg. 26. 1645. p. 30. There is great pleading for Liberty 
of Conſcience, for Men to do what ſeems good in their own eyes, 
and what followed you may read in the Book of Fugges, I hold 
it a truer point in Divinity, that Errans Conſcientia lig anda non lig at : 
The Devil in the Conſcience muft be bound : It's true, Chriit a- 
lone muſt reign in the Conſcience ; but it is as true that he doth 
fo by the Power that he hath put into the hands of che Magiſtrate, 
as well as by his Word and Spirit, Mr. Hughs's Sertion, May 26. 
_ p. 34- I muſt fay that, that the Foleration of all things 
muſt be a deſtrudtive principle to the State or Church, whore-ever 
it be; if hs that ſets one Houſe on fire, deſerves hanging, much 
more they that ſer a whols Kingdom on fire ; if he murders 
one Man, much more he that murders Three Kingdoms, theſe 
are of a Jefuitical ſpirit, and no doubt the heads and hands of the 
FJeluits are in all onr Divifions. You Magiſtrates ares Caftodes: &- 
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windices utriu/q; Tabule : Some would blot out half your Commiſtion, » 
and reſtrainthis Good or Evil to Civil Good and Evil ; bue Ub; 
lex non diftingnit, there muſt not we. 

Tell me, I beſeech you, ſhall ic be lawful for Mxgiftrates to 
puniſh Men, for withdrawing Men from Obedience to the Laws 
of the Land, and not if from the Laws of God, thoſe thatdeitroy 
Mens Bodies, and not Mens Souls ; ſhall Chriſtian Magiſtrates 
ſay as Tiberius, Deorum' injurie dits cure : Doth not God prophelie 
that inthe New Teftament Kings ſhall be Nurſing Fathers. 

Objeft. Will you allow the Magittrates to tyrannize over Mens 
Conſciences. 

Anſw. By no means ; but I believe cis the Duty of Magiſtrates 
to keep Men from infeQing the Souls of their SubjeRts with de- 
{troying Errors, if he may lawtully ſhut up a Man that hath the 
Plague on his Body, why not him that hath the Plague of Here- '/ 
fie on his Soul. And in Sermon, O#eb. 22. 1644- p. 26. This is a 
certain Rule, That all the fins of the Kingdom, committed by your Jy 
Allowance, are your Sins, and call for your Repentance ; yours , 
are the Errors and Hereſtes ; = are * a Anabaptilts, the Anci- F 
monians ; it's you that hold all Religions are to be tolerated, Law !/ 
and Providence are quite changed, it Toleration of falſe Worſhip, 
and other Abulcs of Religion tend not to the Ruine of the Com- 
mon-wealth. 

Obje&. But Liberty for Popery and Prelacy are ſtill excepted. 

Anſw. By whom ? But if an exception againſt Popery had been 
put in, itis tolictle purpoſe, as long as a general Rule is laid down - 
for if it be a ſtanding Rule, That Matters of Religion, and Faith, 1» 
and Worſhip are out of the Magiſtrates Power ; to fay, that Po- 
pery is excepted, is to ſay, that Magiſtracy ſhall intrude into the 
proper Othice of Chritt, to reltrain Popery. And when we have 
{o much a>peared againſt Popery and Superſticion, ſhall we now 
begin to think of Inditferency and Toleration ; it is a ſorry ex- 'f 
change of a bad Religion for none. Toleration of all other Er- 
rors doth bur ſtrengthen Popery ; for that thinks ſo well of itſelf, 
as to come in for a Chlld's part. 

Lazarms Seaman's Sermon. Sepr. 25. 1644. p. 41. Beſides the ma- 
ny looſe, prophane, and, {candalous Minitters, a new (ort is riſen 
up among us, who thruſt themſelves into the Lord's Vineyard, it 

is no leſs than Perſecution, (fo they conimanly give our ) to de- 
fire that their ſulpigous Opinions may be examined accorCing. to 
C hg 
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the Word of God ; and they commanded to forbear publiſhing 
and ſpreading of them ; there be many dangerous Books abroad, 
Liberty of Conſcience, The Bloody Tenet, The Compaſ/imate Samaritan, 
Fohn Baptift. Matthew Newcomen's Sermon, Sept. 12. 1644. p. 3TI. 
One Opinion that will open a door to another, :to Turciſm, Ju. 
daiſm, Atheiſm, Polytheiſm, (5. e.) That every Man be left tothe 
Liberty of his own Religion, Men will at laſt cake up Swords and 
$pears, initead of Pens, and defend by Arms, what chey cannot 
do by Arguments, Sermon, Feb. 8. 1644. p. 14- 

Ohjeet. Seeing there will be difference. of Opinions, how far 
may this be permitted * 

Zinfv, It is eaſjer to tell you, wherein ſuch differences may not 
he tolerated, than wherein they may ; but, I (ay, That as ſach 
abſolute Unity muſt be endeavoured, tho' it may not be attained ; 
ſo an univerſal and ablolute Liberty is not to be endeavoured, if 
it might be attained, nor to be tolerated or permitted, particular- 
ly ſuch Liberty as will ex natara rei, produce a Rent or Schiſm in 
the Church ; nothing can be clearer than theſe Scriptures, x Cor. 
I. 20. Rom. 10, 17. Gal. 5. 12. againſt thoſe Dodtrines that trou- 
ble and divide the Church ; this is the injunQion, Rcom. rg. 22. 
Haſt thou faith ? have it to thy ſelf : It is ſpoken of a perſwaſion, 
touching the free uſe of the Creatures and Days, of which ſays 
the Apoltle, have itto thyſelf ; do not ſay I am perſwaded of my 
liberty, and therefore may profeſs it : No, faith the Apoſtle, it 
a Man have an Opinion in re media, he muſt keep ic, though it 
be a'truth ; much more muſt they whoſe Opinions are falſe and 
erroneous ; there is ſcarce any difference in Judgment fo ſmall, 
but the divulging and propagating it may prove very dangerous, 
pernicious, and in the event intolerable 3 who are they that divide 
in Judgment from all the Reformed Churches, we or the Ana- 
baptiſts, we or the Separatiſts ? You will ſay, weare of the fame 
Opinion in Fundamentals, and their Differences are in minutioribas. 

Anſw. Why then do they not follow the Apoftle's Rule, and 
keep their Opinions to themlelves, but withdraw from our Com- 
munion, and gather into ſeparate Churches? Their holding one 
Head, and one Faith doth not excuſe them from breach of Unity, 
and downright Schiſm, if they hold not one Body, one Baptiſm. 
Beza on x Cor. xr. 10. Schifm. or Diviſion is when we are ſo ad- 
dicted to ſome Men, or outward Rites, that tho” they agree in 
the chief points of Relgion, yet ingage themſclyes into Parties 
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and FaRions, and conſider who theſe are. There is great fear 
what the Presbyterians will do, if they get the Power into their 
hands ; but in the mean time, who are they that brand their 
Brethren with the Title of proud Time-Servers, Prelatical, Ty- 
rannical, Antichriſtian, what isthis leſs than Perſecution ? 

Fames Cranford*s Sermon, Feb. 8. 1645. p. 11,12. It's common: 
ly ſaid in Pulpits and Preſſes, That a Toleration of all Conſci- 
ences, even Antichriftian, would be a Saveraign Remedy tocure 
all Diſſention ; and all the Blood ſhed in ſo many Years, is char- 
ged upon the Reſtraint of this Licentiouſne(s, ignorantly or/mali- 
ciouſly termed Perſecution. 

I Anſw. Would theſe Men that fo hotly defend it, graft that 
Tokration, if they had power in their hands to puniſh others, 
which they deſire for themſelves ? I doubt it. The Arrians fem- 
ed as earneſt Enemies to Perſecution, yet when they had Autho- 
rity on their ſide, raiſed Perſecution againſt the Orthodox, more 
terrible than the Heathen Emperors againſt the Chriſtians, p. 14. 
Would ſuch Toleration conduce to Peace in the Commonwealth ? 
Let the experience of former Ages, and preſent Times teach this. 
Tertullian oblerved of Hereticks of old, they agreed well enough 
with one another ; for tho' they differed in private Opinions, ye: 
they joyned in one in oppoſing the Truth : You perlecute, ſays 
St. Auſtme, where you are able (of the Donatifs) 5 where you per 
ſecute not, you are not able to do it, reſtrained by Laws, or Envy 
of the Multitude making reſiſtance. ; 

Matth. Newcomen's Sermon at St. Pau's, Feb. 8. 1645. p. 12. If it 
be lawful for every Man to hold what he pleaſe, and this be par:: 
of the Liberty purchaſed by Chriſt, and to reſtrain it is in thei: 
Language Perſecution, Tyranny, &c. Paul did very ill to charge 
the Corinthians to be of the ſame mind and judgmene, might nor 
they ſay this is to rack a low Man to the ſame length with a taller, 
and cut a tall. Man to theſtature of the low : Might not fome ſay, 
What if I am of the Opinion, that there is no Reſurre&tion, or 
that it is already paſt, what hath Paxl to do with that ? Yes, /aith 
Paul, if ye perſiſt obſtinate, I = deliver you up to Satan, that you 
may learn not to blaſpheme. Mr. Tho. Edwards's Gangreena, part t. 


p. $4, &c. I might ſhew how the Paſtors of the Retormed Chur- 
ches were againſt the Toleration of Anabaptiſts, Libertmiſme, &c. 
and whart they did and wric againft it, as Calvin, Zuinglins, Peter 
Martyr, Melantton, Zanchy, Beza, _ Bullinger, Muſculzs : As 
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alfo the Learned Biſhops and Godly Miniſters in Queen Elizabeth, 
days, As Jewel, Pabington, Bilſon, Cartwright, Perkins, who 
{ays on Rev. 2. 20. That all Men and Women that teach Errone- 
| 14. ous Dodrines, are to be reſtrained by the Government of the 
Church. p. 91. Did I ſay the. Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Do- 
| ors, Court-Chaplains, and Biſhops Chaplains, did hazard the lofs 
of their preferments for withſtanding a Toleration, and ſhall the 

Miniſters of our Times, ſuffer a Toleration of all Sets to come 
,, in amonglt us, when a Parliament is ſetting and bz ſilent, or 
| '. oppoſe faintly ; let us ſpeak out and ſuffer no longer, a Company 
| PPO Y3 pe ; pan, 

of giddy-headed Fellows, cunning ſelf-lecking Seftaries to oppote 

| the Truth of God, and to abuſe and undo two Kingdoms, let us 

' , fill all Prefſes, cauſe all Pulpits to ring, and fo poſle(s the Parlia- 

lament, Cicy and Kingdom againſt Sets, the evil of Schiſm and 

| Toleration, that we may no more hear of a Toleration or Sepa- 
rate Churches, in the Church of God. 

Now I heſcech the Reader to ſuppoſe, that ſome of our London 
Miniſters being called to Preach betore the Houſe of Commons, 
: ſhould with great vehemence Preach and Preſs the ſafe Argu- 

W - ments againſt Toleration, as theſe Eminent Presbyterians did a- 
| bove forty Years ſince ; I would ask the Reader, are they nor 
.as true and cogent now as they were then? Do they exceed 
their duty in ſo doing on the behalf of a Church by Law Eſta- 
- bliſhed, more than the Presbyterians, who urged them for a For- 
| reign Diſcipline,that ſought to eſtabliſh ic ſelt on the ruines of the 
beſt reformed Church in Chriſtendom: Or can the Presbyterians 
juſtly find fault with that Doerine, which they themlelves de- 
1 fended,or account that a Perſecution,which chey. thought to be an - 
indiſpenſible Duty. Or if they had prune committed to them 
{ | again, would they not according to the National Covenant, en- 
; deayour the extirpation of Epiſcopacy, and of the Errors and 
| Seats that ſtill abound among us, would they not blame the Par- 
4 liament for being defeRive in their duty, if they did not run the 
ſame pace with them in puniſhing SeRaries, and ſupprefling that 
'Toleration, which propagates and multiplieth them ; how is it 
they can deſcern a mote in their Brothers eye, if this be a beam 
in their own eyes. I hope therefore they have more moderation, 
1 than to condemn in others what they allow in themſelves, and 
; that they willacquieſce in their own ines and declared Judg- 
ments, which would certainly be the moſt cffe&tual means to 
root 
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reot out as well Popery, as other dangerous Errors and Schiſms, 
which ſtrike at the very Foundations of all Government as well 
Civil as Eccleſiaſtical, in compariſon with which the greateſt 
faults in the Eſtabliſhed Church are in their own judgment, as well 
as in, Mr. Catvins, when the Liturgy was more imperfe but tole- 
rabiles ineptia, of which Mr. Calvin gives his meaning in. his 200 
Epiſtle, AJy words concerning that Liturgy are to this effeff. There 
are way) unfit things in it, if it be as you (4. e.) Knox, Whictingham, 
Oc. preſent it to me, If I believed them to be real follies,” 1 would not 
bave judged them tolerable in the Worſhip of God, but I gave the Pro- 
recFor three Inſtances of ſuch things. The Firſt was Prayers for the Dead, 
at the Celebration of the Holy Communion. 2. Crim at Baptiſm. 3. Ex- 
tream Unition ; but I was alſo informed by Mr. Knox and others, that 
in that Liturgy were preſcribed the uſe of Wax Candles; divers Croſ- 
ſings in the Communion Service; That the Prieſts were to put the Sa- 
crament into the Peoples mouths; Women admitted to Baptize; The 
Child to be thrice dipped in the water, firſt on the right fade, then on the 
left, and then the face towards the Font and other Trifles, which as for 
the time preſent I thought tolerable ; ſo I could do no leſi than count them 
unfit for ſuch a Reformation ; and I explained my ſelf in theſe words 
(viz.) That there was not that purity that might be wiſhed, but the 
imperfettions which could not be amended ſo early might be born with 
for a time, there being no manefeſt iniquity in them. Compare Epiltle 
86 and 206. O chat there were the like Candor and Moderacion 
in thoſe that Profels themſelves his Diſciples, as was in their Ma- 
ſter, then ſhould we have a more perfe& agreement in thole 
things which are now made the grounds of ailencion ; COncern- 
ing which you may ſee his Opinions Collected in che Tract be 
fore mentioned, (viz.) Calvinus Redivivas. I have but one thing 
more to add concerning the Author of the Letter ; That though 
this Author hath doomed thoſe unfit to be tolerated, that will not 
declare for his Abſolute Toleration, and ſo would expoſe them to 
the fury of allthe Factions, yet he chargeth them with the guile 
of perſecuting others, depriving them of their Eſtates, maiming them 
with Corporal Puniſhments, ſtaruing and tormenting them in noiſome 
Priſons, and in the end taking away their Lives. p. 3. But whether 
ſach cruelry may be more juſtly charged on. the Members of |, 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, or ſach as have always perſecuted them 
with their reproaches, cruel mockings and murmurings ; and 
when they had gotten numbers and power ſufficient, deprived / 
them of all their Livelihoods, ſpoiled cheir Goods, and or 
illed » 
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kifed and took Poſſeflion of the Royal Revenue ani Church 
Lands, the Hiſtory of the late Wars may inform us. As to the 
uſtal Objetion, that the Diſſenters are perſecuted only for 
Preaching and Praying, as they bclicve they are bound to do, 
for the ſaving of their own and other mens Souls; the Anſwer 
is, that Preaching and Praying are indeed neceſſary Duties, but 
what is good in it ſelf, may become evil for want of its due cir- 
cumſtances ; for malum ex quolibet defette, if he that is not duly 
qualified for that ſolemn Office, ſhall publickly Exerciſe the Ot- 
tice of a Miniſter, wichout a lawful call, if he ſhall do it to with- 
draw the Flock that belongs to another Mans Fold, and draw 
Diſciples after him, and fo make Schiſms and Diviſions in the 
Church ; if he ſhall do this in contempt of the Magiſtrates Au- 
thority, and the diſturbance of his Government ; - {o as his Sub- 
jets can neither live quiet or peaccable lives, for which end the 
Sword is put into his hands, that he may be an Avenger of them 
that do evil, he doth but perform a neceſſary duty in reſtraining 
the Diſorderly, and ith the Obſtinate 3 which is no other 
then every little Conventicle doth and muſt do, or elſe it will 
quickly be Diſſolved, as thoſe of the Presbyterians were by the 
Independants, and theirs again by Anabaptiſts and Quakers. 


I chink ic very om—_ to inſert here the Judgment of St. Au- 


guſtme in his Epiſtle to Bonifacius, which he intitles, de Correttio- 
ne Donatiſtarum, wherein he aſlerts the power of the Magiltrate 
to make Laws coerciye in the Cale of Religion. 

© x. Becauſe thoſe Kings that did it not under the Law are 
"condemned, and ſuch as did it are commended. 2+ Becauſe 
*1t is their Duty asKings, for as a Man he ſerves God in one way 


* (5.e.) more privately, as a King another way (5. e.) in's publick + 


* Capacity, by executing with convenient rigour ſuch Laws as 
*command things that are juſt, and forbidding what is contrary 
* for what ſober Man will fay to Kings, Nolite curare in regno 
" weſtro @ quod teneatur wel oppugnetur Eccleſia Domini Noſtri. It is 
* not your Duty to take care who joyns himlelf to the Church, or 
* who oppoſeth it, as if they ought not to regard the Piety of Men, 
"as well as the Chaſtity of Women; or it concerned them, that 
*there ſhould be no Baſtards, and not that there ſhould be no Ido- 
* laters or Sacrilegious Perſons in their Kingdoms. 3. Becauſe King 
- may. redreſs what others cannot, they having the Sword given 
: them to that end; and whereas the Donatiſts objected, Cui wim 
Chriftns mtulis, whom did Chriſt ever conttrain, he > 
* the 
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© the Caſe of St. Pau! who was ſtricken to the Earth, in whom 
*they might perceive Chriſt firſt Stricking, and then Teaching 
* him; and our Lord appointed Gueſts to be firft invited, and 
© upon their refuſal to be compelled to his great Supper: Where- 
© fore if thoſe that are found by the Highways among Hereticks 
* and Schiſmaticks be conſtrained to the Lords Vineyard, by the 
* Power which the Church hath received ever ſince it received 


© che Chriſtian Faith; let them not find fault thar they are driven | 


* by force, but conſider whether they are driven, even to thoſe 


© Paſtures where they may find true Food, and reſt to their Souls. | 


© 4. Becauſe the Nonatifts uſed unjuſt Violence to ſuppreſs the Ca- 


© :bolicks, much more mighs Chriſtian Princes ule their juſt Pow- 
© er to ſupport them, Cur non cogeret Keelefa perditos filios ut redirent 
© ſs perditt filis coegerunt alios ut perirent, It is unworthy a Chriſtian 
*Emperour to deny Subjets power to deſtroy other Mens lives, 
© and to leave them power to deſtroy their own and other Mens 


- © Souls; and when the Emperour makes Laws for falſhood a- 


*oainlt the Truth, they that are Faithful are approved, and they 
© that perſevere are Crowned ; and when he makes Laws for 
© Truth againſt Falſhood, thoſe that are cruel are reſtrained, and 
© thoſe that are intelligent are reformed: He therefore that will 
© not obey the Laws of the Emperour made againſt the Truth, 
© obtaineth a great reward, and he that will not obey the Laws 
© made for the Truth, deſerves a great puniſhment. See Epiſtle 50. 
* And Contra Parmel. |. 1. An privata wviolentis juſtior quam regia di- 
© lipentia, is Private Violence more juſt than Royal Diligence, is 
* it ill done by Kings to forbid Diviſion, -and not for the Denatifts 
*to divide Union; Complain it you dare, that Murther and 


© Adultery ought to be puniſhed by the Magiſtrate, but Sacrile- * 


© ious Schiſms ought to be permitted ; If you dare act ſuch Cruel- 
© ries while the Emperour deteſt your Communion, what would 
© you not dare if the Emperour being of your Communion ſhould 
© Authorize you. He tells them they drew all their Sufferings 
on their own heads by their wilfulnels, S; cccidi malum eſt ipfi canſa 
mali eftis 3 and that ſuch Sufferings were not Perſecution, but Acts 
of Juſtice, and Non in paſſione certa ef juſtitia, ſed im juſtitia paſſioeſt 
glorioſa, *Tis not the puniſhment but the Cauſe that, makes a Martyr. 
To Conclude, I appeal to any fort of DiſſertErs, whether if 
they were in the ſame Circumſtances as the Church of Eagland, 
{o well Eſtabliſhed by Law, ſo graciouſly favoured by their Religi- 
ous Soveraigns, ſo quiet in their Ancient Rights which their - 
[Py 
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deceflors got for them by loſs of their lives, wonld you not think 
them very injurious, that b2cauſe you would not admit a Mini- 
ſter of the Church of England to Preach in your Congregations, 
and there read the Liturgy in his Surplice, and fign Inftancs with 
the Croſs in Baptiſm, &c. ſhould complain againſt you as cruel 
Perſecutors, and by ſecret devices and open oppoſition, endea- 
your your utter ruine and extirpation ; and it ſo, why are you 
ſuch partial Judges,: as to condemn in others, what your Conſci- 
ences tell you, you would and ought to allow in your ſelves. I 
ain ſure the London Miniſters in their Letter againſt Toleration, 
p. 16, urged, That it was unreaſonable that the Þ:dependents ſhould 
deſire that Toleration from Presbytersggwhich cthey would norgive 
to Presbyterians, and I only deſire the Diſſenters, which part of 
this dilemma they will cleave to. Doth che Church of England 
require any thing in order to a Communion with her chat is ſin- 
ful, or doth it not ? if ſhe doth not, it will follow they are Schil- 
maticks that ſeparate from a Church to whole Communion no- 
thing ſinful is required : If ſhe do require ſinful conditions, then 
thoſe ſins being the obje& of our hatred in others, and it being 
our Duty to hinder them from the Commiſſion of ir, what can 
follow but perpetual Strife and Contention, Wars and Confuſion, 
and what tends to this Sedition, Privy Conſpiracy and Rebellion, 
Hereſie and Schiſm, Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt of Gods 
Word and Commandments, From all which, and an Abſolute To- 
leration, Good Lord delrver us. - 

- Tt is ſtrange that this confident Perſon ſhould attempt at one 
blow, to cut off the whole power of all Chriſtian Magiſtrates in 
Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs, which they have always enjoyed ſince they 
became Chriſtians, and perſwade them to turn Empericks, and 
try his experimenc of Abſolute Toleration, which no Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate ever yet adventur'd on ; for as tor Holland which is ob- 
xted from the very Foundation of cheir Eltabliſhment, Popery 
was excluded; nor could the Socimians or Arminians procure a 
Toleration, tho* the latter were Men of great Learning and 
Peaceable Spirirs. I ſuppoſe neicher this Man, nor any of his 
Judgment will attempt to anſwer what Hugo Grotizs of that Na- 
tion hath Wricten, either concerning the Power of che Supream 
Magiſtrate hs! "w-Ben of Religion, or concerning the Epilcopal 
Superiority in the Government of the Church: In the mean time 
the Authority of Mr. R. Baxter, may influence many that plead for 
Toleration, whole Opinion I ſhall therefore preſent unto them. 


(17) 
Of TOLERATION. 


TH that would pluck up the hedge of Government, as if the 
Vineyard could not be fruitful unleſs it hy waſte to the 


pleaſure of all the Beaſts of the Forreſt, are like the Pond that”; 


grudged at the Banks, and thought it injurious to be reſtrainedof 
ics Liberty, and therefore combined with the Winds to/raiſe a 
Tempeſt, and fo affault and break down the Banks in their Rage: 
And now where is that Peatcable Aſſociation of Waters? We 
feel now how thoſe are miſtaken, that thought the way for the 
Churches Unity, was to digg up the Banks, and to ler all looſe 
that every Man in Religion might do whathe liſt. Saints Ref, 
. For, Oc. 
, 5 what a Potent Inſtrument for Satan is a miſguided Conlci- 
ence, ibid. p. 133. Shall the meer pretence of Carnal Liberty be 
thought an Argument for a Wicked Damning Liberty, a Liberty 
to deceive and deſtroy as many as they can: Epiſtle Monitory to 
ſelf denyal. Will Merciful Rulers ſet up a Trade for Butchering 
Souls, and allow Men to ſet up a Shop of Poilon for all Men to 
buy and take that will, yea to proclaim this Poiſon for Souls in 
Streets and Church Affemblies. It was none of the ©/4 Cax{e that 
the People ſhould have Liberty, and that Magiftrates ſhould have 
no power in matters of Gods Worſhip, Faith, and Conſcience ; 
And as it is not the O/4 Cauſe, ſo it is not the Good Cauſe. Firſt, 
It contradids the expreſs Revelation of the Will of God in Holy 
Scripture: Moſes as a Magiſtrate had to do in matters of Religi- 
on, ſo had the Kings of 1/-ael and Fudab; Law and Providence 
are both quite changed, if Toleration of Falſe Worſhip and other 
abuſes of Religion, tend not to the ruine of the Common-Wealth ; 
If Magiſtrates muſt give Liberty to propagate a falſe Religion, 
then ſo muft Parents and Maſters, which would 'be a Crime ſo 
horrid in the Nature and Effeas of it, as T am loath to name 
with its proper Titles; Additions to the Preface of H. Commons- 
WWealth. The Mapifſtrates would quickly find, that the Deſtru&ion 
of the Chajrch will breed, and feed ſuch Diſtractions in the Com- 
mon-Wealth, as may make them wiſh they had quenched the Fire 


- While it was quenchable. Of Conformation. p. 30g. 
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Of CONFORMITY. 


 O the People Conformity is the ſame, if not eaſier, for it isthe 
Liturgy, Ceremonies, and Miniſtry that moſt alienate them, 
and the Liturgy is alittle amended as to them, by the change of 
te Tranſlation, and ſome little Words, and ſome longer Prayers. 
The Ceremonies are the ſame, and thirty Years ago, there were 
many reading Miniſters for one now; therefore our cauſ2 of 
. Separation being the ſame as of old, Itake ir to be fully condem- 
ned by the Ancient Non-Conformiſts; and I have o great a Vene- 
. ration for the Worthy Names and Reaſonings of Mr. Cariwrizhr, 
Egerton, Hilderſham, Dod, &c. That I ſhall not think they knew 
not why they chole this Subject, and wrote more againſt Separa- 
tion than the Conformiſts. Mr. Hilderſham, Rogers, &c, urged 
the People, not only againſt Separation, but to come to the very 
beginning of the Publick Worthip, and preferred it before their 
ivate Duties, p. 55. and p. 12,13. And if the old Conformifts, 
fach as Bolton, &c. were alive, and uſed now the fame Licurgy 
which was. worle than now, and Ceremonies : I would not think 
their Communion in Prayer and Sacraments unlawful, or cenſure 
that Man as injurious to the Church, who ſhould wrice to per- 
{wade others not to ſeparate from them, and I profeſs my judg- 
ment, that our ordinary boafters that think they know more in 
this Controverſie than the Old Non-Conformifs did, are as far b2- 
low them almoſt as they are below Chanier, Sadeel, Whitaker, &c. 
in dealing with the Papi. Defence. p. 89. : 

I daily joyn with the Pariſh Church in all their Worſhip, and 
Communicate in their Sacraments, and oppoſe Separation. The 
Separatiſts who raſhly ſeparate from ſome Churches, becauſe of 
ſome Forms, Opinions or Ceremonies, which almoſt all Chriſti- 
ans ort earth have uſed in the former purer Ages, and till uſe 
ſhould bz more cautelous in Examining their Grounds. And ſhould 
hardly venture to ſeparate from any Church for that, which 
for the ſaine reaſon would move them to ſeparate from almoſt all 
Chriſtians in the World, if not un-church the Church of Chriſt. 
p. 172. It is not our defire to make Conformifs odious : Moſt of 
our Acquaintance think it their duty to do the belt to keep up the 
Reputation of the PublicPConformable Miniſtry. p. 246. of his 
Pla, and p. 109. We are far from deſigning abalement of che 
Clergy, nor do we deny, or draw others to deny any due Re- 
Verence 


is againſt them, or thinks them needleſs, how ſhould” he cure 


. with ſich Chriſtan Churches as have worthy or tolerable Paſtors, 
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verence or Obedience to them; I repent that I no more diſcou- 
raged the peeviſh Spirit of Quarreling with Superiors, and Church 
Orders, and that I encouraged ſuch by ſpeaking fo ſharply a- 
gainſt thoſe things which I thought to be Church Corriptions, 
Admonition to Bagſhaw. Mr. Bagſhaw obje&ed to Mr. Baxter, 
That he choſe to Communicate in a very populous Church on 
Eafter-day, purpoſely that it might be known, to which Mr. Bax- 
rer Anſwers, p. 76. If a man by many years forbearing all pub- 
lick Prayers and Sacraments, ſhould tempt others to think that he 


X _— 


that ſcandal but by doing that openly, pleading for that which 
he is ſuppoſed to be againſt, Miniſters being bound to teach the 
People by Example as well as Dodarine. p. 78. The Queſtion be- 
tween Bagſhaw and him was, Is it lawful to ho!d Communion 


notwithſtanding the Parochial Order, and the Miniſters Confor- 
mity, and uſe of the Common Prayer, which Mr. Baxter defends 
by Arguments and Example. Fo to thoſe Miniſters, that make unne- 
ceſſary Diviſions and Parties among the People, that ſo they may get 
themſelves a name, and be cryed up by many followers. The way to 
proſper your Labours # to quench all Flames of Contention, ſtudy the 
Peace of your Congregations, keep out all occaſions of Diviſions, eſpecially 
the Dofrine .of Separation and popular Church Government, the appa- 
rent Seminar) of Fattion, and perpetual Contentions. Saints Reſt. p. 53. 


Of CONVENTICLES. 


T HE Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion in Eng/and muſt be 
kept up, by keeping up as much of Piety, Truth and Repu- 
eation, as is poffible in the Pariſh Churches. p. 36. Of Defence. 
In Pariſhes where all may hear the Pariſh Miniſter, I would not 
have you without neceffity to Preach the ſame hour of the day, 
but at ſome middlz time, that you may not ſeem to vie with y 
him for Auditors, nor to draw the People from him, but let them 
go to hear him, and after come and hear you. Sacrileg. Deſerton. 
p. 92. Do not meet together in Oppoſition to the Publick Meet- 
ing, nor at the time of. Publick Worſhip, nor yet to make a ) | 
groundleſs Schiſmz or to ſeparate from the Church whereof you 1 /1 
are a Member, nor to deſtroy the Old that you may gather a "ol 
New Church our of ics Ruines, as long as it hath the Efſentials, 
and there is hope of reforming of it. Samts Reſt. p.518. The great 
D 2 Adyan- 
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Advantages that Satan hath got upon the Church, through the 
Gn. of Paſtors is Diviſion ; by this he hath promoted all the reſt of 
his Deſigns ; our Diviſion gratifieth the Papis, and greatly ha- 
zardeth the Proteſtant Religion, more than molt of you ſeem to re- 
gard or believe; it advantages Profandnels, and greatly hindereth 
the Succeſs of the Miniſters ; it pleaſech Satan, and builds up his 
Kingdom. Preface to Confeſſion, and Epiſtle to ſeparate Congregations. 
The Hand of God is apparently gone out againſt the Separartiſt, 


| you ſec you do but prepare (Sacril. Deſert. p. 89.) Perſons for.a 
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turther Progreſs, Seekers, Ranters, Quakers, and too many pro- 
tefſed Infidels do ſpring up among. you, as it this were the jour- 
neys end and perfe&ion of your revolt; by ſuch fearful Deſerti- 
ons did God formerly witneſs his Deteſtation of thole that with- 
drew from the Unity of the Church. Parties will ariſe in the 
ſzparated Churches, and ſeparate again from chem till they are 
Diſſolved : I befeech you my Brethren to open their Eyes fo far, 
as to regard experience,how few ſeparated Churches do now exitt 
that were in being 100 years ago. Can you nameany ? And 
would you have all the Churches of Chriſt Diſfolved, if you live 
where the.Conformed Pariſh Miniſter is Faithful? I charge you 


in the Name of Chriſt, if poflible as much as in you lieth, live 


in Love, Familiarity and Peace with him, and do all that you 
can to maintain his Honour, promote his Work ; If any behind 
his back diſhonour him, rebuke them; if he look for ſome Supe- 
riority over you, deny it not ; Love him as your ſelves, and be- 
hind his back, fay and do nothing but what is fit to teſtifie ſuch 
Love; if you ſet your ſelf in a dividing way to rejoyce at his dif- 
paragement, and draw from him as many as you can, you are 
bur Deſtroyers of the Church of God. p. 91. Go. as oft as you can 
to his Congregation, and hold Communion perſonally with him, 
and lead the People with you ; do not ſay, we have now Oppor- 


«unity to do better, therefore it is unlawful to joyn with them 


that do worſe, where all may hear the Pariſh Miniſter Preach, 
not at the ſame time as he doth. p. 92. Unteach the People that 
falſe conceit, that all Book-prayers are unlawful, yea, or all chat 
> impoſed. p. 98. Help to fave the Religious People from being 
Superſtizious while they cry out againſt Superſticion. Ir is a high 
degree of Pride to hold, that almoſt all the Catholick Church is 
below your Communion for holding Forms. p. 104. You have 
made more Papiſts then you or weare like to recover. Chriffian 
-Direcſery, p. 916. Itis more to the Honour of the Church yr Re- 
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gion, and to our Safety and Edification, to have Gods Worſhip 
performed Solemnly, Pubtickly, and in great Aſſemblies, thanin 
a corner ſecretly and with a fzw. 2. Ir is a great mercy where 
Rulers allow the Church ſuch Publick Worſhip. 3. Ceters paribay, 
all Chriſtians ſhould prefer ſuch publick Worſhip before private, 
and no private Meetings ſhould be kept up which are oppoſite, or 
prejudicial to ſuch publick Meetings ; and therefore if ſuch Meet- 
ings be forbidden by Lawful Rulers, they muſt be forborn ; and 
it maſt be remembred, that Rulers that are I»fidels, Papiſfti, He- 
reticks or Perſecaters, that reſtrain Church Meetings to the injury 
of Souls, muſt be diſtinguiſhed from Pious Princes, that only 
reſtrain Hereticks and real Sohiſmaticks for the Churches good, and 
that times of Hereſie and Schiſme may make private Meetings 
more dangerous than quiet times. And when they do more hurt 
than good, and: are juſtly forbidden, no doubt in that caſe, it is 
Duty to obey and to forbear- them. p. 117. of Erf# Plea, It the 
generality of the Miniſtry obtain their Liberty by fome ſmall to- 
lerable Sin or Error, and the ſounder part be few and unnecel- 
ſary ; in that Country Prudence bindeththem,.to go to ſome other 
place that needeth them, and never to exerciſe their Miniſtry in 
that place, where in true reaſon, it is like to do more hurt than 
good. H. Common-Wealth, Theſis 240. It is neceſſary .co the Churches 
peace, that no private Congregations be gathered or Anti-churches 
Ere&ed, without Approbation or Toleration from the Magiſtrate, 
and that if private Aſſemblies be permitted unlimitedly, it will 
then be tmpoſfible to reſtrain Hereſie and Irpiety, yea they may 
meet to Plot againſt the Magiſtrate, and no Aflemblies whatlo- 
ever (beſides the Parifh Churches) are to be allowed by the Ma- 
giltrate. Defence. p. 21. The Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion 
muſt be much kept up, by means of the Pariſh Minilters, and by 
the Dodrine and Worſhip there performed, and they that thi 

and endeavour contrary to this, ſhall have the hearty thanks of 
the Papiſts And I am perſwaded that all the Arguments in Bel- 
larmine, and all other Books that ever were written, have ncg: 
done ſo much to make Papifts in England,as the multicude of Seas 
among our ſelves, Epiſtle to ſeparate Congregations. Conſider this, it 
is the Judgment of ſome, that Thouſands are gone to He!l,and ren 
Thouſands on their march chither, that in all probabilicy kad not 
come there, if they had not been termpied from the Pariih 
Churches, for enjoyment of Communion in a Purer Church, 
2. Admenition to Bagſhaw, p. 78. It is lawul to bed COIOLY 
with 


( 22 ) 
with our Churches having but tolerable Paſtors, notwithſtandin 
the Parochial Order, and the Miniſters Conformity, and the nu 
of the Common-Prayer-Bock, and that we ought to do fo when 
ſome ſpecial reaſon as from Authority, Scandal, &c. do require 
it, 

Anſwer to Dr. Stillingfleet's Letter. I have ſeldom heard any 
but well ſtudied Sermons in the Pariſh Churches in London. And 
Sacrilegiows Deſer:ion. p. 86. He complains of the Injudiciouſneſs 
of too many Neon Confermiſts Preachers;and that the Injudicious are 
' moſt commonly the moſt Confident and Selt-conceiced, and none 
ſo commonly give way to their ignorant Zeal, to Cenſure, 
Backbite, and reproach others, as choſe that know not what they 
talk of. 

Anſwer to Dr. Stillingfleet. p. 160. Mr. Baxter ſays, They did 
not meet under any colour or pretence of Religious Exerciſe in 
other manner, than according to the Liturgy and Practice of the 
Church of England, and were he able, he would accordingly read 
himſelf. And p. 205. All that cay lawfully be done is done. 


Of Magiſtrates and Miniſters. 


P** 222. of that Plea, Doubtleſs the Magiſtrate himſelf hath 
ſo much Authority in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, that if he come 
mand a qualified Perſon to Preach the Goſpel, and command the 
People to receive him, I ſee not how either of them can be al- 
lowed to difobey him. p. 140. Way of Concord. Paſtors may in caſe 
of Forfeiture or juſt cauſe be removed, not only from particu- 
lar Churches, but alſo from the Sacred Office, and the Magi- 
ſtrate is to be Judge of the Offence, p. 131. of the Fir# Plea. The 
Church is bound to take many a man as a true Miniſter to them, 
and receive the Ordinances from him in Faith, and expectation 
of a blefling upon promiſe, who yet before God is a ſinful Inva- 
der and Ulurper of the Miniſtry, and ſhall be condemned for it. 

Way of Concord. Part 3. p. 139. In Church Cauſes and Religion, 
the Magiſtrate hath the only publick jadgment, whom he ſhall 
Countenance, _ Maintain, or Tolerate. 

Diſpute of Church Government. p. 257. When a Peoples I 
— or Wilfulncls, makes / ate refuſe all chat —_ 
ly fit to be their Paſtors : Princes or Patrons may urge them to 
accept the beſt, and may poſſeſs ſuch of the Temples and Publick 
Maintenarce, and make ic conſequently become the Peoples Duty 


ro 
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to conſent. Chriſtian Direory. Part 3. p.' 747. A Miniſters Per- 
ſonal Faults do not allow a People to ſeparate from the- Worſhip 
of God; nor all Miniſterial Faults, but only thoſe that prove 
him or his Miniſtration utterly intolerable. See p, 50. to Dr. Stil- 
ling fleet's Chriſtian Direttory. p. 854. He that is Silenced by juſt 
Power tho' unjuſtly, in a Country that needeth not his Preaching, T. 
muſt forbear there. Cure of Diviſions. p. 393: 

The People are ready co ſcorne and vilifie the graveſt and 
wileſt Paſtors: we are indangered by Diviſions, chiefly becauſe 
the ſelf: conceited part of the retigious People will not be ruled b 
their Paſtors. Where Pariſh bounds are judged convenient, al 

rſons living within the Pariſh may be conſtrained to hear pub- 
fick Teaching, and to Worſhip God in that or ſome other tolera- 
ted Church within their convenient reach, or Neighbourhood. 
Way of Concord, p. 139, 140, _ 

If Magiſtrates forbid Miniſters to preach, and exerciſe their , 
Office in their Dominions, they are to be obey'd ; inſtance in Da« 
vid and Solomon's taking down and ſetting up Prieſts. Theſis 263. 
of the fir f Common-wealth. 

If once the people be taught, that it belongs to them to govern 
themſelves, and thoſe the Scripture calls their Guides and Rulers, 
we ſhall have ſad work, Saints Re#, p. 551. We are far from 
deſigning any Abaſement of the Clergy, or draw others to deny 
due Reverence to them , Second Plea, p. 109, Commonly ap- 
pearance, intereſt, and a taking tone and voice, do more with the 
moſt, than ſolid evidence of truth, but they who deſire to have 
a party to follow them, and are buſy in perſwading others to be 
of their minds, and ſpeak perverſe things, are guilty of Church- 
diviſions. The People are not Judges, who is fit ms. a Miniſter - 
of Chriſt, but the Ordainors ; which is evident from Scripture-in- 
ſtances, of all that were ordained, and from the nature of the 
thing ; for who is ſo fit to judge, as Men and Seniors of the fame 
Office? Who but Phyſicians are fic to judge who is meet to be a 
licenſed Phyſician? Cure of Diviſions, p. 359. 

If there be able Preachers in one part of the Pariſhes, and the 
other part have ſu deliver all that is neceſſary to Salvation 


intelligibly, it is unlawful to preach againſt the will of the Prin&s — 
or Prelates, in ſuch a Country, 


of 
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Of EPISCOPACT. 


Oſt Chriſtian Churches think, that though the Apoſtolicai 
extraordinary Gifts, Priviledges, and Offices ceaſe, yet 
Government being the ordinary part of their Work, the ſame 
Form of Government which Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt did et- 
tle in the firſt Ages, though not with the ſame extraordinary Gift, 
and Adjunas, were ſettled for all following Ages, Chriſtian Di- 
 re&. p. 842. q. 56. A Dioceſan ruling all Presbyters, bur leaving 
the Presbyters to rule the People, and conſequently taking to him- 
ſelf the ſole or chief power of Ordination, but leaving Cen- 
ſares and Abſolution to them, except in caſe of Appeal tohimfely. 
I muſt needs ſay, this fort of Epiſcopacy is very ancient, and for 
many Ages of common reception: and if I lived in aplace where- 
in this Government were eſtabliſhed, and managed for God, I 
would ſubmit thereto, and live peaceably under it, and do nothing 
to the diſturbance, diſgrace, or diſcouragement of it. 

Epiſcopacy is not ſuch an Upſtart thing, nor defended by fuch 
contemprtible reaſons, as that the Controverly is like to die with 
this Age ; undoubtedly there will be a godly and learned Party 
for it, while the World endureth: and it is a numerous Party ; 
all the Greek Church, the Armenian, Syrian, Abaſſme, and all ottiers, 
but a few of the Reformed , Defence P. 65: And þp. xx. If you 
know no godly perſons of the Epiſcopal Way, I doz and as my 
acquaintance increaſerh, I know more and more: and ſome 1 cake 
& be much better than myſelf : I will ſay a greater word, that 1 
know thoſe of then whom I think as godly humble Minifters, as 
moſt of the Non-cons whom 1 know, p.x2. And IT am confident 
moſt of the Miniſters in England, would be conterit to yeild to 
ſuch an Epifcopacy, as you may find in the publiſhed Judgments 
of Biſhop Hall, Uſher, Dr. Forbes, Holdſworth, and others, Preface 
zo Five Diſputes, p.9. Two ſorts of Biſhops Mr. Baxter alloweth, 
Firſt, ſuch as St. Hierome ſays were brought into the Chutch for a 

emedy apainſt Schiſm : the Biſhop of this Conſtitution, was to 
<heſitl over Presbyters, and without him nothing Was to'be done 
in;the Church that was of moment, 'N. B. S. 58. of Church Hiffo- 
ry. (This Biſhop, according to St. Hierome, had the 'fole power of 
Ordination.) The ſecond is that which ſucceeds the Apoſtles in 
the ordinary part of Church-Government, while ſome ſenior Pa- 
ſtors have the Careof ſuperviſing many Churches, as the Viſitors 
had 


had in Scotland, and are Epiſcopi Epiſcoporum 3 and Arch-biſho 
' having no power of theSword, bn + <.9umga. =D 


WY 


(25) 


t a power to Admoniſh and In- « 
ſtruct the Paſtors, and to regulate Ocdinations, Synods, and all 

andcommon Circumſtances that belong to Churches, for if 
there be one Form of Government, in which ſome Paſtors had 
ſach extenſive Work and Power, as Timothy, Titzs, and the Evan- 
geliſts had as well asthe Apoſtles, we muſt not change ic wichout 
proof, that Chriſt himſelf would have it changed, 1biz.S.60. p.r04. 
of Mr. Baxter's Apology. Many wiſe men think that the Presby- 
terians rejeing,of all. Epilcopacy, ſetting up unordain'd Elders, 
and National Churckies as headed by National Aſſemblies, are di- 
viſive and unwarrantable, as their making by the Scots Covenanr 
a renouncing of Prelacy,to be the Teſt of National Concord,was 
alſo diviſive, p. 72+ of the third Defence, Part the laft. My Opinion 
is, that Cranmer, Ridh, Latimer, Hooper, Fewel, Davenant, Uſher, 
Morton, Abbot, Hall, Potter, Charlton, were all Pious as well as 
Learned Biſhops. ; 

Preface to the ſecond Plea, We offered Archbiſhop Uſhers Model, 
and when his Majeſty would not grant us that, he preſcribed the 
Epiſcopacy of England, as it ſtood, with lictle alteration ; this we 
ney ho thankfully accepted, as a hopeful means of a com- 
mon formity and Concord. And P- 3» of bis Apology a 
theſe we would have yeilded, for the Churches Peace. See more 


n In his Premonition, he lays, he doth not diſpute the lawfulneſs 
of Archbiſhops over Parochial Biſhops, as Succeſlors to the Apo- 
ſtles, and other general Officers of the firſt Age, in the ordinary 
continued parts of their Office : And ſome of us incline much to 
think, that Archbiſhops, that is, ſuch as have the over ſight of ma- 
ny Churches, with their Paſtors, are lawful Succeſſors of the A- 
poſtles inthe ordinary part of their Work. See fir # Ples, p. 263, 


and 35. 

The old Non-conformiſts, who he the Englh Prelacy an 
unlawful Office, yet maintained the lawfulneſs of taking the 
Oath of Canonical Obedience, becauſe they thought it was im- 
poſed by the King and the Laws. 


— 
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Of LITU RGT. 
WW E (tie Commiflion 1662, thought a cones haw- 


ful, and divers Learned and Reverend Non-conformiſts 
met to conſider how far it was their Duty, or lawful to Commu- 


'nicate with the Pariſh-Churches, where they lived, in the Liturgy 


and Sacraments: Ant I proved four Propoſitions, x- That ie is 
lawful to uſe a Form. -2. That it is lawful to joyn with fome - 


. Pariſh-Churches in the uſe of the Lyturgy. 3. That it s lawful 


to joyn with ſome Pariſh-Churches in the Lord's Supper. 4. That 
ie is to ſome a Duty to joyn with ſome Pariſh Churches, three 
times in a year, in the Lori's Supper: And none of the Brethren 
Jeemed to diſſent, but rook the reafons to be valid. See the Deferre 
p.38. P.76, of Concord, | conſtantly joyn with my Pariſh-Charch 
in Liturgy and Sacraments, and hope fo to do while I. live. [ 
take the Common-Prayer to be better incomparably than the 
Prayers or Sermons of many that 'I hear : The Phariſees -long Li- 
curgy was in' many things worſe than ours, yet Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles often joyned with them, and never condemi'd them. 
Church Diviſions, p. 176. Difputation the fourth of Church Govern- 
ment, My Opinion is, that a Church-Liturgy 1s lawful, and in 
ſome parts of Publick Service neceſſary, and where it is-not ne- 
ceſlary, it may not only be ſubmicted to, but defired, when the 
Peace of the Church requireth it, P. 359. Ic is not of ſuch nece(- 
ſity to take the words and matter out of the Holy Scripture, but 
that we may joyn in aLiturgy, or uſe it if the words of it be-nor 
from Scripture. Chriſtian Direttory, p. 847: | 
As for the Communion-Service itſelf, ' I never rejected ie be. 
cauſe it was a Form, but have made uſe of ir, and would do ir 
again in the like caſe: He that feparates on account of the unlaw- 
fulneſs of our Loney , and the badneſs of our Miniſtry, doth Te. 
parate upon a reaſon common to almoſt all, or the far greateſt 
att. Defence p. 54. Pha for Peace, p:240. After the Plague ard 
ire, it was agreed that Communion with,our Churches was in 
icſelf lawful and good. And p. 276. Were TI in Armenis, &c: [I 
would joyn in a more defective Form than ours, rather thari none. 
nd this is the Judgment-of many New England Miniſters, con- 
brm to the old Non-conformiſts, who did ſome of them read the 
Common-Prayer, and the moſt of them judged it lawful to joyn 
in it, or elſe Mr. Hilderſham, Rogers, &c. would not write fo 
earneſtly 


(27) 
earneſtly for coming to the beginning, and preferring it before 
all private Dates. The Defects of the Licurgy, and the Faults 


of thoſe by whom we ſuffer, arecaſily heightned'even beyond de- 
lert. Defence p. 68. 


Of Kneeling at the SACRAMENT. 


(On Diret, p. 616. I never yet heard any thing to prove 
Kneeling unlawful ; there is no word of God for or againſt 
any Geſture ; Chriſt's example cannot be proved to oblige us in 
this Geſture, his was not ſuch a fitting as ours ; the nature of the 
Ordinance is mixt: Andif it be lawtulto take a Pardon from the 
King pon our knees, I know not what can make it unlawful to 
take a tcealed Pardon from Chriſt, by his Ambaſſador, upon our 
knees. And p.411. of the five Diſputations, As for this Ceremony of 
Kneeling at the Sacrament, eſpecially ſince the Rubrick is inlert- 
ed, which diſclaims both all Bread-worſhip, and the Bodily Real 
Preſence, my judgment was ever for it: God having made ſome 
Geſture neceſlary, and confined us to none, but lefe it to Humane 
determination, I ſhall ſubmic co Magiſtrates in their proper work : 
Lam not ſure that Chriſt intended che example of himlfelf in this 
as obligatory ; but I am ſure he hath commanded me Obedience 
and Peace. Mr. Perkins was tor Kneeling, and Mr. Baines wrote 
for it, and anſwered Objections againſt it. 


Of the Sign of the CROSS in Baptiſm. 


ge p. 180. of the Plea, and p. 418. of his Direfory. I dare not pe- ' 


remptorily ſay, that the Croſs in Baptiſm is unlawful, nor will 
I condemn Ancients or Moderns that ule it, nor will make any 


diſturbance in the Church abouc it, more than my own forbear- |! 


ance will make. | 
And for Godfathers, the current conſent of Hiſtorians aflures 


us, that Hygmus, Biſhop of Rome, did firit ordain Godfathers at / 
the Baptiſm of Infants, and he lived but forty yearsafter St. Fobn. » 


Preface 10 Infant Baptiſm, . Defence of the Plea, p. 26, 149. 


Concerning Lay-elders: As far as I underſtand, the greateſt , 


part, if not three for one, ace of this mind, That unordained El- 
ders, wanting power to preach, and adminiſter Sacraments, are 
not Officers in che Church, of God's appoinement. Of this num- 
ber I am one, and Mr. Vines was _ Five Diſputations, Pp. 4+ 
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| Office as Lay-elder. Worceſter Agreement, printed 1653. 


Mr. Baxter's Judgment on the whole. 


" ment, yet if 1 ſhould zealouſly preſs my Judgment on others 
ſo as to diſturb the Peace of the Church, I ſhould fear I ſhould 
prove a Fire-brand in Hell, for being a Fire-brand inthe Church. 
I charge you, if God ſhould give me up to any FaQtious Church- 
rending Courſe, that you-forſake me, and follow me not a ſtep, 


Epiſtle to Saints Re#t, | 


; the Reſolves and Reaſons of a Parliament, (wiz. that of 1662, 
who were perſons of ſo-great Loyalty toche King,and Love to the 

j5 Church, as to deſerve to-be a Preſident to others; When the Diſ- 
ſenters had endeavoured with the King for a Toleration- and In- 
dulgence, they Voted Nemine contradicente, and preſented, as their 
Humble Advice, That no Ind be granted tothe Diſſenters, from 
the At of Unifermity.” Their Reaſons arethele: . 


We bave conſidered the Nature of Your Majefties Declaration from 
Breda, and are_ bumbly\of Opinion, That Tour Majeſty aught not to 
be preſſed with it any farther, \£ | 
* Becauſe it us not a promiſe in itſelf,” but only a Gracious Declaration 

1 of Your Majeſties Intentions, to ds what in you lay, and what a Par- 
lament ſhould adviſe Nour Majeſty to do; and no ſuch Advice was 
ever-given, or thoug bt fit-to be offered j nor could it be otherwiſe under. 
ftoog, becauſe . there were Laws of Uniformity then in being, which. 
could not be diftenſes with, but by AB of Parliament. 
They who/ do pretend a right to. that Juppoſed promiſe, . put theright 
, mio the band of their Repreſentatives, whom. they choſe to ſerve for 
them in thir Parliament, . who have paſſed, and Your Majeſty. conſented 
70 the AﬀF of Uniformity.-. If any [* preſume to ſay, that a right to 
the benefit of this Declaration doth till remain after this 46 paſſed, 
& tends to - diſſoboe the very Bonds of Government, and to ſuppoſe a 


of the Preface. Neither SCripture nor Rey knew any ſuch 


Differ from my Brethren in many things of conſiderable mo.. 


A Diamond is not to be poliſhed but by a Diamond ; and 1- 
ſhall not preſume to offer any thingto the preſent Parliament, bue | 


1 diſability in Your Majeſty and the Houſes of Parliament to makt a Law 
be contrary 
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+ Majeſtint Declaration, though both Howſer— 


contrary to any part of Your 
ſhoald adviſe. Your Majeſty to it, © © "+ | % 

We have alſo confulered the nature. of the Indulgence propoſed,” with 

reference to thoſe conſequences, which muſt neceſſarily attend it. © 

It will eſtabliſh Schiſm by a Law, and make the whole Gowermnent' 

of the Church precarious, and the Cenſures of it, of no moment or Con" * _— 
[ideration at att. S _— 

It wiki no become the Gravity or Wiſdonn of a Parliament, to 
paſi a Law at on Seſſion for Uniformity, and at the next Seſſion (the. Rea: 
ſons of Uniformity continuing [ſtill the-ſame) to paſi another Law. to 
fruſtrate or weaken the Execution of it, 

I wilt hey Your el Fe i "Ha impor:unity of every wr or 

inion, of every Perſon alſo; who eſume to diſſent 
Fu tbe:Church of England. PP ; 

I will be a canſe of ways Sefts and Seftaries, whoſe numbers 
will weaken the True Proteſt ant Profeſſion ſo far, that it will at leaſt be - 
difficult for it, to defend it ſelf againſt them : And which « yet farther ' _ + 
Conſiderable, thoſe Numbers which by being troubleſome to the Govern A 
ment, find 1) can arrive to an Indulgence, will as their . Numbers in-' 
creaſe, be yet more troubleſome, that ſo at length they may arrive to a ges. | 
neral Toleration, which Your Majeſty hath declared againſt ; and m time 
ſome prevalent SefF, will at laſt contend for an js jr Ahn which 
for ought can be foreſeen, may end in Popery. . T-vd 2'v0 Fw ® | 

It .is a thing altogether without\grecedens, and will. take away all. © R 


means of Conmvifting Recuſants, and be inconſiſtent with the Metbod. , 
and Proceedings of the Laws of England Oe 


Laſtly, It is humbly concerved, that the Indulgence propos'd will be 
[o farfrom tending to the Peace of the Kingdom, that it is rather like-- | 
ly to occaſion great difturbance. And on the contrary ; That the aſſerting | 
of the Laws,and-theReligion Eſtabliſht aceording to the ARt of Unifor- 
mity, 4s the moſt prohable means to. produce # {atled Peace. and Obe» = 
dience throughout "Your Kingdom : Becauſe the ©aviety' of Profeſſions in + 
Religion, when openly droulged, doth direftly diftmguiſh Men into 
Parties, and withal giues them oy to count their Numbers; - 
which conſidering the Animoſities that out of a Religious Pride will be - 
kept on foot by the ſeveral Fattions, doth tend diretty and inevitably . 
to open difturbance. ] t 
Nor can Tour Majeſty hae any Security, that the Dotirine or War- - 
ſhip \ ſeveral Fattions, which are all governed by a ſeveral Rule, - 
ll be conſiſtent with the Peace of Tour Kingdom. , 
Ana. « 
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4:4 7. 2 , ( 30 ) 

= "Und if any Perſons ſhall proſurne to diſturb the Peace of the King- 
Term, We do in all bumility declare, That we will for ever, and in all 
aſions, beready with our utmoſt Endeavour and Aſſiftance , to ad- 
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Now ſeeing ſo much hath been ſaid by the Supream Authority of 
| the Nation, whoſe Reaſons are of Eternal verity, ſeeing ſo much 
* + hath been ſaid by Calvin and Grotius and other Forreigners ; ſee- 
bs ing f© mwch hath been ſaid and done by the Ancient and Mo 
dern Non-Conformits before mentioned, I have great reaſon to 
hope, that by the Condeſcentions already made, and ſuch as may 
hereaſter be made; there will be a firm Unity between all ſober 
Proteftants, for the preſervation of the beſt Eſtabliſhed Proteſtant 
Church in the World, and againſt that abſolute Toleration, which 
- though not deſired by all, yet is vigorouſly endeavoured by too 
; many, who plead for no leſs, and which is likely to be the effe&t 
"of the Letter for Toleration, if it be not more ſeverely examined by 

ſuch as are in Authority, whoſe hearts and hands, Ifhall ſtill be- 

fiech Almighty God, ſo to dire& and ſtrengthen, that the Re- 

Tigion and Government may be Eſtabliſhed, Popery and Fanaticiſm 

utterly excluded. And that we may ſee our Jeruſalem to be a City 

at Unity within it ſelf, Peace within her Walls, and Righteouſneſs with- 
in-ber Palaces, and that upon all the Glory the Lord himſelf will be our 
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ere 10 and ſerve Your Majeſty according to our bounden Duty and Al- 


